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STRANGE EDE

Capt. Koch and Two Companions Who Spent the
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N AMID ICE WASTES OF GREENLAND

Winter in Queen Luise Land Expected Back This Month

s~ NIEENLAND has attracted the

Aretic explorer frequently

within the last two decades, and

vet there ls still much to learn
about thut reglon of the earth. Knud
Rasmussen, who recently returned from
North Oreenland, is the latest to bring
pews of that leebound part of the globe.
He 1= not ready to take the world Into
wonfidence, having some lectures to

prepare and a book to write before hils
story = glven to the public. However,
wre 1= an ltem about his, expedition

h <vems worth telllng now.
One eter Freuchen, map maker of

the party, etumbled upon a cache made
by Deary twenty-one years ago. The
Arotic winds by chance had blown the
loose snow away, thus exposing the
troces of 'eary’s work, Freuchen says:

“We found five big skeletons of musk
oxen. on the gkulls of which was stlll
preserved the creatures’ halr, But the
gtranzest part of our discovery in the

itself was an empty bottle con-
2 three clippings from Tue New
Svx of July 21, 1862, and the pa-
re only slightly discolored after
hose years. The bottle In which the
ppings reposed bore on its cork the
printed words, ‘Barton-Guestier, Bor-
deaux' The aroma from the cork had
filled the bottle and was so dellclounl
that 1 swore to trace the brand to Ite
gourte should T llve to return to clv-
flization.”

There Is greater interest in another
Tunish expedition, under Capt. J. P.
Koch, which spent last winter in Green-
land primarily to study the ice cum of
that northern continent. As a matter
of fact the glaclal cloak which covers
that distant reglon Is gradually slipping
sway into the sea, and it may be within
the realm of sclence to foretell when
that part of the world shall again be
verdant throughout the better part of
1ns reQ

The lure of the northland is difficult

we

to resist, and after more than one e¢x-
perience with hardships In that frigid
reglon Capt. Koch returned there with
a small party a year ago to complete
the exploration of a puzzling climatic
anomaly upon which he had stumbled
previously. This was in Queen Lulse
Land, which rears its broad shoulders
from amid Greenland's lce cap and
smiles radlantly in the flora of spring-
time more than a month in advance of
the seacoast of the same latitude,

In 1906-08 Capt. Koch travelled over
part of Greenland under the leadership
of Myllus Erichsen, but, unlike his un-
fortunate chief, he managed to get back
to clvilization. It was while making
his desperate struggle toward the coast
that Capt. Koch and his well nigh ex-
hausted companions happened by meres:
chance upon Queen Luise Land, It
was such a contradiction to the sur-
rounding physical conditlons that they
longed to examine It at some length, but
they were 100 worn out to do more than
make a casual Inspection of a part of
its easternmost border as they struggled
back to one of the coastal villages.

80 remarkable were the geological
and the biological conditlons of that
strange land that Capt. Koch made up
his mind to return there for the pur-
pose of making a complete survey when
clrcumstances permitted. His present
undertaking is an effort toward reallz-
ing this desire, and In a few weeks
now we shall probably know how well
he has succeeded,

Capt. Koch's present party is a small
one. Besides himself It consists of Dr.
A. Wegener, meteorologist, of the Uni-
versity of Marburg, Germany, and Dr.
A. A. Lundager, botanist, In the he-
ginning his force included an Teelander
named Slgurdson, whose principal func-
tion was to recruit a part of the trans-
port equipment, and in this work there
was a novel feature.

In the past Eskimo dogs have been
the chief reliance of Arctic travellers
for the haullng, but Capt. Koch has
broken away from tradition and is now
depending upon Iceland ponies for this
work.

At the outset he had fifteen of these
animals, and theirs was the task of

Captain NocA af ifie Enirance

drawing inland from Denmark Harbor
to the eastern edge of Queen Luise
L.and, a distance of 150 miles from the
coast, the entire camp outfit, welghing

Cavern.,

about twenty tons. A goodly part of
this burden Included food for the ponies.
Most of these ponies Capt. Koch aban-
doned Iin May when he and his two

LE we on the eve of a revolution
in the system of transporting
postal matter over long dis.
tances? Are the railway trains

to Liive a formidable rival in this service’
Maun> signs point in this direction. E. M.
Morgan, New York's postmaster, is quite
convineed that a new era is near. He
fraukly admits that carriage by trunk
line railways is not meeting the pressing
derands of to-day.

At the present time the mail cars are
almost invariably integral parts of pas-
setrer trains, Their speed is restricted.
Therefore the chances of materially ex-
ing the mails upon the trunk lines
wt particularly promising. What
i can be done to meet the growing
nesds of businesa?

[very new agency that has bettered
the mieans of written or vocal communi-
has increased greatly the volume

dustry within every twenty-four hours.
Something had to be done to make the
speedy preparation of letters possible,
and the typewriter came into being. It
would be difficult to estimate accurately
just how much the telephone and the
typewriter have done toward swelling
the vast postal activity of to-day, but that
they have outranked all other influences
in this direction cannot be gainsaid.
What is capable of being traced is the
bulk of the first class mail, which has
grown since these two instruments of
latter day intercourse have come into
widespread use, and the figures are
astonishing. In a period of three years
the railways supplied the post office with
an increase in mileage of nearly 12 per
cent., this independently of the volume
of the postal matter carried, and the fig-
ures have been mounting steadily since
these were taken for comparison in 1910.

This is a pretty fair indication of the
part the trunk lines play in getting letters
to their destinations and incidentally
emphasizes the need of more rapid means
of transportation for letters and regis-
tered parcels going beyond the limits
of the city. Compared with the telephone
service and the letter producing type-
writer, the “limited” trains as an agency
of intercourse trail over the landscape,
relatively speaking, as if weighted with
leaden heels.

Before it is possible to appreciate what
is coming in the future to make postal
intercourse quicker between business
centres of the country it is necessary to
consider the germ of revolution as it is
developing within the urban limits of
big cities. Perhaps you know that there
is a mail tube service here in Manhattan
which has been doing effective but re-
stricted duty for some years. This is an

of a Glacial

companions—if all three have survived
the winter—set out from Queen Luise
l.and to cross the inland ice on their
journey to the west shore of Greenland,

S Bit of the Toerrern

rea.

l Six years of work previously in Green-
land taught Capt, Koch that hunger is
not the only thing to be guarded against:
one of the gravest menaces is that of
frostbite, and the feet of the Arctie
traveller heretofore have suffered most,
In the present expedition the explorers
| have been provided with wooden shoes
| 80 big that there was room besides for
| a filling of straw, It is hoped that these
proved effective protections not only
against the cold but likewise against
the rough usage to which the footgear
has been subjected In trudging over
broken ground and traversing the in-
land fce.

Until very recently, that is until Capt.
| Koch returned to Denmark four years
ago, it was commonly belleved
Greenland's ice cap completely covered
| the whole of the interior terrifory. But
Capt. Koch then told the world of Queen
Lulse Land and of the wonders of that
comparative Eden in the far away
north, which seemed to defy the grim
barrler of surrounding lce, which under
normal ecircumstances would have
doomed that region to certain barren-
negy,

Strangely to the contrary, Queen
Luise Land blazed with the color of
myriads of beautiful Arctic flowers that
turned the rugged land into a veritable
garden, and the heather and the poppy
lent their share to the floral richness,
The hare and the fox were abundant,
breaking from cover in large numbers,
and the musk ox was found from time

to time. But there was still another
reason for wonderment: Summer
reached this {icebound land a whole

month sooner that it did the adjacent
coast,

The whole condition was an apparent
climatic paradox. The region was a
mirage turned into substance In a very
desert of ice. Capt, Koch but a short
while before leaving on his present ex-
pedition expressed himself as follows
regarding his own amazement: “We
stood face to face with a geologleal
puzzle, the mysterious glacial age. We
had before us an exact duplicate of the
Scandinhvian mountains as they prob-
ably looked in those far distant days

that |

'n tAe Trail of /e Glacral

| when thelr highest peaks began to rise
| ¢clear of the ice which had so long
| buried them."

Why is Queen Luise Land alive with
animal and vegetable life, when all
around It for leagues upon leagues there
| i nothing but a frigld waste? 1Is the
|area of this strange territory widening
| vear by year? 1Is it possible then for
| the scientlst to estimate the coming of
| the day when the whole of Greenland
| will be like this strange oasis?
| These are some of the questions which
Capt, Koch and his fellow scientiste
 were anxlous to answer, and probably
;tlu'_\' may give us a partial if not an
(entire solution of the enigma when they
(return to civillzation this summer.

Queen Luise Land at its highest point
&0 far ascertained is more than 6,000
feet above sea level, and 3,000 feet of
this rises superior to the enveloping
glacial barrier. Just how thick the ice
cap really Is of course is a matter of
pure speculation, but it no doubt ranges

anywhere from 500 to 3,000 feet in
depth and may be of even greater
profundity. This is the frigid cloak

which Greenland has carried for ages,
and this indubitable fact makes more
astounding the vegetable and animal
life which abounds upon that rugged,
uncovered surface,

According to the programme, Capt.
Koch and his party were to hold to
their camp on the eastern border of
Queen Luise Land until last February.
During March and April they were to
make a succession of expeditions over
that territory in their endeavor to ob-
tain a fuller knowledge of its 3,000
square miles of area., Two months [s
but a short period for this work, but
that was about as long as the expedi-
tion expected to spend in this part of
the task, With the coming of May the
winter camp was to be abandoned, and
80 too eleven of the ponies. Only four
of these sure footed animals and a like
number of loaded sleds were thereafter
to constitute the transport,

It all goes well with Capt. Koch and
his companions they should reach Uper=
navik some time this month or at the
latest before the end of August,

Raflroads Too Slow for the Mail_s—Ne\J;/ Era “in Sight—

most limita of the route must be relayed
a number of timea before reaching its
destination. The eight inch tube is too
small to take a pouch of the regulation
size and the letters must be packed in
the container and taken out and agaim
packed for forwarding in passing on from
station to station. The impulse is com-
pressed air, and the tube is utilized only
to supplant the more leisurely transfer
by wagons, &c. The horse drawn vehicle
is the prevailing mode of getting the mail
moved from point to point. Fortunately
motor vehicles will soon supplant these
horse drawn affairs and to that extent
there will bea marked improvement. But
this change is not the one needed most.
Some months ago Postmaster Morgan
and a commission appointed by the Fed-
eral postal authorities took up the ques-
tion of bringing the postal facilities here
up to date, and they proposed the in-

stations, together with a supplemental
line reaching down to the main 1’ost Office
here in the heart of the business section.
The proposed tubes are to be twenty-
four inches in diameter and capable of
handling the regulation mail bags. This
would do away with the present loss of
time in repouching and would immensely
increase the hourly mail transporting
capacity.

To-day between the Grand Central
and Pennsylvania stations the wagons
run nearly the full twenty-four hours in
order to carry the 4,000 or more pouches
of mail involved. It is estimated that
these bags have an average weight of
100 pounds and this means that 200 tons
of postal matter must thus Le handled
an of over this route every
day. This of course does not represent
the total of the city's service by any
means and does not include the transpor-
tation of mail from downtown to and

patched from point to point at a rate
ranging anywhere from twenty-five to
seventy-five miles an hour, as occasion
might require. The problem before the
local authorities is to decide which sys-
tem of a number submitted is the one best
fitted to meet Mauhattan's needs.

Bids have been submitted already and
the schemes are either pneumatic or elec-
trical in their method of propulsion. All
of them have heen tested either prac-
tically or experimentally, and apart from
their Indiviq‘unl merits each aims to do
away with existing surface wagons and
to increase the velocity and the volume
of the postal matter to be carried from
wint to point within the limits specified,
‘n this movement toward better service
New York is following in the wake of
kindred elforts abroad.

The underground conduit or tube,
which is pretty costly to install, is not
the type generally recommended for in-
tercity or interstate service. The major-
ity of the installations are virtually ele-
vated viaducts of one sort or anothep

Inventors at Work on Projects Which Will Carry Letters at Speeds of
from 70 to 300 Miles an Hour—More Mal Tubes Planned for This City

feature showing a radical difference from
the procedure in laying out the regulae

tion trunk lines.

As m‘irht naturally be expected, the
monorail system has been strongly urged
by some of the people very much con-
cerned in promoting rapid transit both
for mail and for passenger service, and
one of the moet interesting of these con-
templates doing the double duty of carry-
ing people and postal matter at a rate of
200 miles an hour. The engineers have
figured that this could be done at a fuel
cost not exceeding three cents a mile.
Whether this ambitious project will see
its accomp.ishment within our time is
of course debatable, but the elements of
risk are less than mcst people would
imagine, thanks to the stabilizing powers
of the gyroscope, improvements in elec-
trical propulsion and the metallurgical
advances which make it possible to ob-
tain lighter and stronger materials than
could be had a few years ago.

About a year ago the engineering world
was decidedly interested in the demon-

of quite 300 miles an hour,

. i f shipment. which can be laid over the country with=- | trating performances of a small levitated
of husiness and the number of letters. | In 1907 the railways furnished the post |installation extending from the main|stallation of a double mail tube service e ‘Il:“:fe rl:\“?);.lﬁt:i"?h? work sed- | out any particular regard to territorial [railway, the climax of years of study on
The coming of the telegraph was fol- | office 387,657,165 miles of transportation | office downtcwn to Harlem. which should connect the bmn('h'pout il;vl:h:'ogld Im_:: 129 I(iah?o t()' In(:fn:l:%::m- :wmtuur)n.'mml of the J;mmms beng good | the puz"t of its iu\-l-nlnr}. l-!rnil(:- ll:nr-.hzlc?l.
lowid by a responsive increment in first | and in 1010 the total reached a mileage| This tube is only eight inches in diam- | offices at the two great railway terminals, | by reason of blocked streets or weather | hill climbers and intended to follow the | Certsinly that smal jastallation did some
class postal 1 o . | of 426,923,100 eter, and mail despantched to the upper- | the Grand Central and the Pennsylvania | conditions, and the would be des-| shortest route between points, in this | remarkable things, and the question is,
il matter. In commercial prac bags b ! in_ thi kable thi 1t
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